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What Does Being “Blind” Mean? 
 
A person is considered blind or visually impaired if 
his vision cannot be corrected to better than 20/200 
in the better eye, or if the visual field is 20 degrees 
or less in the better eye. Being blind can either 
mean being totally blind, where no vision is left 
except for some light perception, or it can mean 
having low vision, where the best corrected vision is 
usable but not adequate for normal function.  Some 
function can be improved through the use of special 
optical devices called low vision devices. 
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What Causes Low Vision? 
 
Low Vision can be caused by 
various eye diseases such as 
macular degeneration, glaucoma, 
cataract, diabetic retinopathy, and 
retinitis pigmentosa.  It can also 
be caused by eye injuries. Low 
vision can occur at any age but it is 
more common among older 
people.  
 
Relatively few people with visual 
impairment are totally blind, with 
about 75 percent of all visually 
impaired people classified as low 
vision.  
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Lions Luzon Inclusive Education Project 

 

RBI is currently implementing a project called “Inclusive 
Education for Children with Visual Impairments in Luzon, 
Philippines,” in partnership with the Chicago-based Lions 
Clubs International Foundation, the Boston Perkins School for 
the Blind, and the Parent Advocates for Visually Impaired 
Children. The three-year pilot initiative aims to increase 
access to education for children with visual impairments.  

 

Now in its mid-term of implementation, the project has 
already made significant progress in this area through 
accomplishments such as: 

 More than 1,400 students in Luzon received services 
during the first year; 

 153 students received clinical low vision assessments; 

 400 new children enrolled in school for the first time; 

 198 children re-enrolled in school through the Zero 
Dropout Rate (ZDR) program; 

 78 new schools offered inclusive classrooms ; 

 38 teachers participated in the university teacher 
training program; and 

 108 school administrators took part in the 
administrators orientation.  
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What Kind of Work Can a Blind 
Person Do? 
 
The booming business process and 
outsourcing industry in the 
Philippines, including call center 
work, has led us to focus our job 
placement for blind persons in work 
that requires computer skills. 
 
In partnership with IBM and the 
Overbrook School for the Blind in 
Philadelphia, we were able to 
provide computer training courses 
to 95 blind high school and college 
students in 2012.  This prepares 
them well for future work in an 
industry that is continually in need 
of qualified workers.   
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Where Do We Get Braille Paper? 

 

RBI has been importing Braille paper since it 
started producing materials in Braille twenty 
years ago.  In 2012 we produced over one 
million pages of braille, all which had to be 
imported from overseas.  Now, a local paper 
supplier has  agreed to invest in a machine 
that will allow us to purchase braille paper 
locally.  



 

 

What Can a Blind 
Pastor Do? 
 
As our commitment to 
Bible distribution, RBI 
blind pastors along with 
other blind pastor-
friends from the Manila 
Blind Church joined the 
Bible Run organized by 
the Philippine Bible 
Society.  This advocacy 
run is a nationwide 
campaign to raise 
awareness on the 
importance of Bible 
reading and to raise 
funds for the printing of 
Bibles to be distributed 
to underprivileged 
Filipinos.    
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Ways You Can Help 
 

 Donate through BancNet ATM 
 1. Go to BILLS PAYMENT 
 2. Select bills to pay OTHERS 
 3. Select from which account you want to charge 
     the donation, either SAVINGS or CURRENT 
 4. Select RESOURCES FOR THE BLIND from the list 
 5. Enter the AMOUNT you wish to donate 
 6. Get transaction receipt.  
 

 For official receipt, kindly fax copy of transaction  
 to (+632) 727-0077. Please state your name,  
 exact mailing address, and contact number  
 

 Mail a Check Donation 
 Make check payable to Resources for the Blind, Inc. 
 and send to:  
 
   
 
 

 Hand Over Your Gift 
 RBI has offices in Manila, Cebu, and Davao 
 Call us to pick up your donation, 
 or visit our nearest office: 
 

 RBI – Manila 
 4

th
 Flr. COTI Bldg., 623 EDSA, Cubao, QC 

 Tel. Nos. (02) 726-3021 to 24 
 

 RBI – Cebu 
 Door 106, Ground Flr. Krizia Bldg.  
 Gonzales Cpd., Camputhaw, Cebu City 
 Tel. No. (032) 232-2004 
 

 RBI – Davao 
 Rm. 418, 4

th
 Flr., Central Plaza 1 Bldg. 

 JP Laurel Ave. Bajada, Davao City 
 Tel. No. (082) 225-8937 
 
 

YOU CAN TURN THEIR DARKNESS INTO LIGHT  
Please join us in giving hope and a future to those who are blind 

DSWD License No.: DSWD-SB RL – 00082 – 2012 
DSWD Accreditation No.: DSWD – SB – 000707 – 2012 

Accredited by the Philippine Council for NGO Certification (PCNC) (business donations are tax deductible) 

PO Box 1831, CPO  
Manila 1099, Philippines 


